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The denouement of the Oriental affair is most fortunate, is it not 71
I see Stockmar often, who is very kind about me and the Princess Royal. . . .
Albert sends his affectionate love, and pray believe me always, your devoted Niece,                           VICTORIA R.
King of the Belgians to Queen Victoria.
LAEKEN, 26th December 1840.
... I can well understand that you feel quite astonished at rinding yourself within a year of your marriage a very respectable mother of a nice little girl, but let us thank Heaven that it is so. Any illness to which, unfortunately, we poor human creatures are very subject, would almost have kept you longer in bed, and make you longer weak and xincornfortable, than an event which in your position as Sovereign is of a very great importance.
Because there is no doubt that a Sovereign without heirs direct, or brothers and sisters, which by their attachment may stand in lieu of them, is much to be pitied, viz., Queen Anne's later years. Moreover, children of our own, besides the affection which one feels for them, have also for their parents sentiments which one rarely obtains from strangers. I natter myself therefore that you will be a delighted and delightful Maman au milieu d\me belle et notnbreuse famille. . . .
1 On the 3rd of November St Jean d'Acre was captured by the allied fleet, Admirnl Sir Eobert Stopford commanding the British contingent ; the battle is said to have ten. the first to test the advantages of steam. Admiral Napier proceeded to Alexandria, and threatened bombardment, unless the Pasha came to terms. On 25th November a Convention was signed, by which Mehemet Ali resigned his claims to Syria, and bormd hlmsolf to restore the Ottoman Meet, while the Powers undertook to procure for him undisturbed possession of the Pashalik of Egypt.